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Town/City:  Sudbury 

Place (neighborhood or village): South Sudbury 
  

Name of Area: Central Massachusetts Railroad Corridor 
(Boston & Maine Railroad Corridor)   
Present Use: Vacant  

Construction Dates or Period:  1881-1971 

Overall Condition:  Good to Fair  

Major Intrusions and Alterations:  See description   
  

Acreage:  42.998 acres  

Recorded by: Stacy E. Spies 

Organization: for Sudbury Historical Commission 

Date (month/year): December 2020 

Locus Map 
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bridge rests on large rough-hewn cut stone abutments and wingwalls.  In recent years, the water level of the brook and 
adjacent wetlands has risen and a portion of the girders are now underwater.  The bridge retains a high level of integrity 
and is in fair condition, due to submersion of the girders.  
 
Bridge 128 (MP 22.24), SUD.900 is a single-span plate girder bridge that measures approximately 43’-5” long and 10’-1” 
wide and supports a single track.  The bridge is located approximately 5’2” from the bottom of Hop Brook, which it spans.  
The bridge consists of two plate girders, each 4’-6” deep with 11’ flanges.  In 1908, the bridge was altered with the 
addition of two wood piles (extant) inserted horizontally beneath the plate girders to support the weight.  The bridge rests 
on large rough-hewn cut stone abutments and wingwalls.  The bridge retains a high level of integrity and is in fair 
condition.     
 
Culverts 
At least 14 culverts are located in the historic district.  Twelve culverts have been field-located and two culverts have been 
identified as “buried” by Eversource.  The locations of two additional culverts (extant in 1949) have been identified but 
their present state could not be confirmed in the field.  The existing culverts include: stone box culverts; cast iron pipes set 
into stone box culverts; and poured concrete culverts. Some of the culverts are accessible and their condition and integrity 
could be readily assessed; Others have been infilled with earth or are otherwise difficult to access.  The culverts include:     
 
Culvert 125B (MP 18.73) is a 2’-diameter pipe culvert located at a depth of 5 feet below the rail bed.   (The culvert’s 
presence and materials have been confirmed by Eversource, but was not viewed in the field as part of this 
documentation) 
 
Culvert 126A (MP 18.96) is a 1’-diameter corrugated pipe culvert.  The culvert is located at a depth of 8 feet below the rail 
bed.  The crossing was originally constructed as cattle pass and converted to a corrugated metal pipe culvert in 1933.  
The culvert’s condition and historic integrity could be assessed if it is unearthed at a future date.   
 
Culvert 126B (MP 19.06) is a 2' x 2½’ box culvert constructed of large cut stone sidewalls capped with two courses of 
rectangular stones.  An approximately 4’ rectangular stone serves as a lintel.  Earthen wingwalls extend from the opening.  
The culvert is located at a depth of 10 feet below the rail bed.  The culvert retains a high level of integrity.  The culvert’s 
condition is good at the south elevation and fair at the north elevation due to loss of the top stone and encroaching tree 
roots.   
 
Culvert 126D (MP 19.22) is an 18” cast iron pipe located at a depth of 3 feet below the rail bed. (The culvert’s presence 
and materials have been confirmed by Eversource, but not viewed in the field as part of this documentation) 
 
Culvert 127A (MP 19.70) is 24”-diameter cast iron pipe set into a dressed stone box.  Earthen wingwalls, now largely 
collapsed, flank the opening.  The opening has been largely infilled with dirt, obscuring the opening.  The south lip of the 
pipe is broken, but the piece remains in situ.  The culvert is located at a depth of 5 feet below the rail bed.  The culvert 
retains a moderate level of historic integrity and is in fair condition.  The culvert’s condition and historic integrity could be 
reassessed if it is unearthed at a future date.   
 
Culvert 127B (MP 19.87) is a 24”-diameter cast iron pipe set into a 2½’ x 1½’ stone box with earthen wingwalls.  The 
opening has been largely infilled with dirt, obscuring the stonework.  The culvert is located at a depth of 5 feet below the 
rail bed.  The culvert appears to retain a high level of historic integrity and is in fair condition, largely due to the 
encroaching tree roots.   
 
Culvert 127C (MP 20.14) is a 1’ x 2’ stone box culvert.  The openings at both elevations have been infilled with dirt, 
obscuring the structure.  The culvert is located at a depth of 10 feet below the rail bed.  The culvert retains a moderate 
level of historic integrity and is in fair condition, from what can be seen.  The culvert’s condition and historic integrity could 
be reassessed if it is unearthed at a future date. 
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Culvert 127E (MP 20.75) is 2’ x 2’ poured concrete box culvert with rectangular stone lintels.  The north elevation 
demonstrates wear with exposed aggregate and the loss of the finish coat at the corners and in some locations.  The 
south elevation has lost the finish coat over its entire face, as well as some of the structural concrete. The culvert is 
located at a depth of 8 feet below the rail bed.  The culvert retains a high level of historic integrity and is in fair condition.  
 
Culvert 127F (MP 21.18) is a large 3’ x 3’ stone box culvert altered with two corrugated metal pipes set with poured 
concrete.  Stone wingwalls extend from the openings.  The culvert is located at a depth of 13 feet below the rail bed.  The 
culvert retains a high level of integrity and is in fair condition; The south elevation has begun to collapse.     
 
Culvert 127H (MP 21.51) is a 2½ x 3’ stone box culvert constructed of cut stone sidewalls capped with two courses of 
rectangular stones.  An approximately 4’ rectangular stone serves as a lintel.  Earthen wingwalls extend at oblique angles 
from the opening.  The culvert retains a high level of integrity.  The culvert’s condition is good; encroaching tree roots 
endanger the structure. 
 
Culvert 127I (MP 21.58) is a 1’x2’ stone box culvert located 12’ below the rail bed.  (The culvert’s presence and materials 
have been confirmed by Eversource, but was not viewed in the field as part of this documentation) 
 
Culvert 127J (MP 22.05) is a 2’x2’ cut stone box culvert constructed of large cut stone sidewalls capped with two courses 
of rectangular stones.  The culvert has collapsed at the south elevation; the north elevation is inaccessible.  The culvert 
retains a high level of integrity, as it does not appear to have undergone alterations.  The culvert’s condition, however, is 
poor given the collapse.      
 
Culvert 127D (MP 20.44) is a 1’x2’ stone box culvert located 10’ below the rail bed.  Culvert 129A (MP 22.83), a 2’x2’ cut 
stone box culvert located 15’ below the rail bed.  Both culverts have been identified by Eversource as extant (2020), yet 
“buried.”  
 
Three culverts were identified as extant as recently at 1949 but were not located as part of this documentation.  Farm 
Crossing/Culvert (MP 18.79) is a 1’ wide wood box culvert located 3’ below the rail bed surface.  Culvert 126C (MP 
19.28), is an 18” cast iron pipe located 3’ below the rail bed.  Culvert 127G (MP 21.40) is a stone or concrete culvert 
located 16’ below the rail bed.  Further research is recommended.   
 
Section Tool House, SUD.282 (1890) 
The Boston & Maine RR Section Tool House is located at the northeast corner of the intersection of the Boston Post Road 
and the railroad corridor at Milepost 19.99.  The Boston Post Road curves north and east around the rear of the building.  
The site slopes downward from the tracks to Hop Brook at the north edge of the lot.  The building measures 15’-4” wide, 
18’-4” deep and 13’-0” high to the gable peak.  The front-gabled roof has overhanging eaves.   The building is constructed 
of wood with clapboards and cornerboards.  The roof ridge runs perpendicular to the railroad tracks.  A large, vertical-
board sliding door is located at the east edge of the south elevation, which allowed the track inspection car to roll out the 
door to the tracks.  A 9’-long wood platform leads from the door to the track edge.  A small, rectangular 2/2 wood sash 
window is located in the east, west and south elevations.   The building rests on wood piers set atop poured concrete 
piers and infilled with stone.  This alteration was undertaken to remedy a 1997 incident when a police cruiser crashed into 
the building and pushed it off its original foundation and left a large hole in the west elevation.   
 
South Sudbury Station Building (1952) 
The South Sudbury Station is located at the intersection of Union Avenue and Station Road, on the south side of the 
tracks.  An asphalt-paved parking area and platform surround the building.  The one-story frame building rests on a 
poured concrete foundation and is capped by an asphalt-shingled, side-gabled roof with overhanging eaves.  A metal 
stovepipe and chimney pierce the south roof slope.  The building has a centered entrance on the north, trackside, 
elevation which is sheltered by a cross-gabled projection and wood corbels.  A Colonial-Revival-style metal light fixture 
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Four sets of rail rests, typical of the B&MRR, have been located in the corridor.  The existing circa 1929-1930 rail rests 
replaced earlier rail rests in the same locations.  The rail rests, also called rail racks, are constructed to store spare rails at 
convenient intervals in order to make repairs easier.  Storing the rails off the ground prevents them from being covered 
with snow or frozen to the ground when needed.  Rail rests typically keep the rails at least 18 inches from the ground and 
could be construction of a number materials, although concrete was a popular choice due to ease of maintenance and 
longevity.  In this corridor, rail rests are located on the engineer’s side, outbound movement, and as near as possible to 
the mile posts, as per B&MRR specifications.   

   
 

(Courtesy of B&MRRHS) 
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AREA DATA SHEET 
 
All buildings and structures listed on data sheet are contributing features.  
 

MHC # Milepost 
Eversource 
Station # Resource Year 

      Rails  1880-1881 
      Wood Ties  1880-1881 
      Telegraph Poles (23+) 1880-1881 
  18.84   East Sudbury Station Archaeological Site ca. 1887 
Landham Road  
  18.96 752+25 Culvert 126A 1933 
  19.00 751+50  Milepost 1880-1881 
  19.06 747+40 Culvert 126B 1880-1881 

  19.21 
743+60 to 
744+10 Rail Rest 1929-1930 

  19.22 738+75 Culvert 126D 1900 
  19.26 736+50 Distant Approach Signal 1890s?/1930s 
  19.26 736+50 Battery Well for Distant Approach Signal 1890s? 
  19.37   Signal Relay Box Pre-1915 
SUD.901 19.47  725+50 Bridge #127 1881/1908 

  19.60   
Poured Concrete base for Signal Relay Box 
/Battery Well Pre-1915 

  19.70 713+60 Culvert 127A 1889 
  19.73 712+65 Whistle Post - W on east face, N of tracks 1929-1930 
SUD.282 19.75 712+20 Section Tool House 1890 
  19.75   Section Tool House Archaeological Site 1890 
  19.76 712+30  Concrete base for Auto Highway Flashers pre-1915 
Boston Post Road  
  19.76   Concrete base for Auto Highway Flashers pre-1915 
  19.76   Signal Relay Box (mast only)   
  19.87 704+50 Culvert 127B 1889 
  19.97   Concrete Bases for Highway Signal    
Union Avenue  
  19.98   Concrete sign post 1929-1930 
  19.99   South Sudbury Station  1952 
  19.99   South Sudbury Station Archaeological  Site ca. 1881 
  20.00   Milepost 1880-1881 
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  20.00   3 Switch Stands   

  20.00   
Concrete bases & steel posts for Signal/ 
Electrical Boxes (5)   

  20.02   
Diamond Junction with Framingham & Lowell 
RR   

  20.02   Wood whistle/stop sign post  ca. 1972-1979 
  20.07 598+55 Signal Relay Box pre-1915 
  20.07 598+55 Concrete Base for Signal E2   
  20.09 596+90 Rail Rest 1929-1930 
  20.13   Signal Relay Box Post-1915 
  20.14 593+20  Culvert 127C   
  20.34   Signal Relay Box Post-1915 
  20.34   Wood Post   
  20.39 589+00 Tall Concrete Sign Post  1929-1930 
  20.44 577+50  Culvert 127D   
  20.55 570+60 Rail Rest 1929-1930 
  20.59   Signal Relay Box  
  20.63 569+15 Whistle Post - westbound, N of tracks 1929-1930 
  20.75 560+70  Culvert 127E   
Horse Pond Road  
  20.79   Crossing Sign base   
  20.79   Signal Relay Box 1929-1930 
  20.80 551+40  Distant Approach Interlocking Signal #M208 1890s?/1930 
  20.80 551+40 Battery Well for Interlocking Signal #M208 1890s?/1930 

  20.98 
548+90 to 
549+20 Rail Rest 1929 

  21.00 548+80 Milepost B21 N83 1880-1881 
  21.13 542+55 Whistle Post - eastbound, S side of tracks   
  21.16   Signal Relay Box Post-1915 
  21.18 539+40  Culvert 127F 1881 
  21.29   Wood Post North side of ROW   
  21.35 530+45 Auto Highway Flashers /Signal Relay Cabinet   
Peakham Road   
  21.36 528+50  Wood post, South side of ROW   
  21.40 527+20 Culvert 127G   
  21.51 521+60 Culvert 127H   
  21.58 517+90 Culvert 127I   
  21.58 517+90 Whistle Post (broken) - S side of tracks    
  21.66 513+15  Whistle Post - westbound, N of tracks   
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Dutton Road  
  21.90   Wayside Inn Archaeological Site   

  21.94 
414+00 to 
414+25 Rail Rest 1929-1930 

  22.00 413+50 Milepost B22 N82 1880-1881 
  22.05 410+30 Culvert 127J    
  22.19 403+65  Whistle Post - W on west face, S of tracks   

SUD.900 22.24 400+25 Bridge #128 1881/1908/1937 
  22.83 368+70 Culvert 129A   
Resources anticipated to be in the corridor, but inaccessible or buried   
  18.39   Signal Relay Box Pre-1915 
  18.73 764+60  Culvert 125B   

  18.79   Farm Crossing -- Wood Box 1' span, 3' H 
pre-1915, Extant 
1949 

  19.28   Culvert 126C 1900 
  22.?? 374+55 Whistle Post -- W on East face N of tracks 1929-1930 
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Milepost 19.0 

Culvert 126B MP19.06 

Rail Rest MP19.21 

Culvert 126A MP18.96 

Culvert 125B?  MP18.73 

Farm Crossing?  MP18.79 
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Culvert 126D MP19.22 

Distant Approach Signal,  
Battery Well MP19.26 

Signal Relay Box MP19.37 

Bridge #127 MP19.47 

Section Tool House MP19.75 

Whistle Post MP19.73 

Culvert 127A MP19.70 

Concrete Base MP19.60 

Auto Highway Flasher Bases  
MP19.76 
Signal Relay Box (mast only) 
MP19.76 

Culvert 127B MP19.87 

Auto Highway Flasher Bases  
MP19.97 

Culvert 126C? MP19.28 
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Concrete sign post MP19.98 
South Sudbury Station MP19.99 Milepost 20.00 

Electrical/Signal Relay 
Box bases MP 20.00 

Diamond Junction MP20.02 

Wood Whistle Post MP20.02 

Signal Relay Box MP20.07 Base for Signal E2 MP20.07 

Rail Rest MP20.09 

Signal Relay Box MP20.13 

Culvert 127C MP20.14 

Signal Relay Box MP20.34 

Wood Post MP20.34 

Tall Concrete Sign Post  
MP20.39 

Culvert 127D MP20.44 

Signal Relay Box MP20.59 

Rail Rest MP20.55 
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Whistle Post MP20.63 

Culvert 127E MP20.75 

Highway Crossing 
Sign Base MP20.79 

Signal Relay Box MP20.79 

Distant Approach  
Interlocking Signal 
#M208 and Battery Well 
MP20.80 

Rail Rest MP20.98 

Milepost 21.0 

Whistle Post MP21.13 Signal Relay Box MP21.16 

Culvert 127F MP21.18 
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Wood Post MP21.29 

Auto Highway Flashers /  
Signal Relay Cabinet  

MP21.35 
Wood Post MP21.36 

Culvert 127G MP21.40 

Culvert 127H MP21.51 

Culvert 127I MP21.58 

Whistle Post MP21.58 

Whistle Post MP21.66 
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Rail Rest MP21.94 

Milepost 22.0 

Culvert 127J 
MP22.05 

Whistle Post MP22.19 

Bridge #128 MP22.24 
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Culvert 129A MP22.83 

Whistle Post? MP22.77 
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SUPPLEMENTARY IMAGES 

 
Rail bed in earthen cut near MP 18.86.  View looking E toward Landham Road Bridge.  

Note intact trackage and bed. 

 
Railbed near MP 19.06, showing typical raised bed.   View looking E. 
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Railbed near MP 19.06, showing raised bed (approx. 15’ high) typical to this area.   

View looking W. 

 
Raised railbed at approach to Bridge 127 at MP 19.47.  View looking E. 


