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Children’s  
Waiting is not easy! / by Mo Willems 

Piggie tells Gerald she has a surprise for him, but it is not there yet so Gerald must be patient. 
 

Smile / Raina Telgemeier 

Eleven-year-old Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after a trip-and-fall mishap, 
she injures her two front teeth, and what follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-
again braces, corrective surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. 
And on top of all that, there's still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends 
who turn out to be not so friendly. 

This coming-of-age true story is sure to resonate with anyone who has ever been in middle school, and 
especially those who have had a bit of their own dental drama. 
 

Ada Twist, scientist / by Andrea Beaty ; illustrated by David Roberts 

Ada Twist is a very curious girl who shows perseverance by asking questions and performing 
experiments to find things out and understand the world. 
 

The girl who drank the moon / Kelly Barnhill 

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the 
forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the forest, Xan, 
is kind and gentle. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster named Glerk and a Perfectly Tiny 
Dragon, Fyrian. Xan rescues the abandoned children and delivers them to welcoming families on the 
other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. One year, Xan accidentally 
feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan 
decides she must raise this enmagicked girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. To keep young Luna safe 
from her own unwieldy power, Xan locks her magic deep inside her. When Luna approaches her 
thirteenth birthday, her magic begins to emerge on schedule -- but Xan is far away. Meanwhile, a young 
man from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. Soon, it is up to Luna to 
protect those who have protected her -- even if it means the end of the loving, safe world she's always 
known. 
 

 

The Bad Beginning / by Lemony Snicket ; illustrations by Brett Helquist 

From the Publisher: After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend 
on each other and their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian 
is determined to use any means necessary to get their fortune. Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are 
intelligent children. They are charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. 
Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. Imagine tales so terrible that as many as fifty million 



innocents have been ruined by them-tales so indelibly horrid that the New York Times bestseller list has 
been unable to rid itself of them for seven years. Now imagine if this scourge suddenly became available 
in a shameful new edition so sensational, so irresistible, so riddled with lurid new pictures that even a 
common urchin would wish for it. Who among us would be safe? 

  

Press here / Hervé Tullet ; translated by Christopher Franceschelli. 

Using no special effects other than the reader's imagination, a series of dots multiplies, grows, or 
changes color by pressing, tilting, or blowing on the previous page. 

  

Pax / Sara Pennypacker ; illustrated by Jon Klassen. 

"After being forced to give up his pet fox Pax, a young boy named Peter decides to leave home and get 
his best friend back"-- Provided by publisher. 
 

Wonder / R.J. Palacio 

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to 
survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, 
which entails enduring the taunting and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another 
student. 
 

Word of Mouse / James Patterson 

What makes Isaiah so unique? First, his fur is as blue as the sky--which until recently was something he'd 
never seen, but had read all about. That's right--Isaiah can read, and write. He can also talk to 
humans...if any of them are willing to listen! After a dramatic escape from a mysterious laboratory, 
Isaiah is separated from his "mischief" (which is the word for a mouse family), and has to use his special 
skills to survive in the dangerous outdoors, and hopefully find his missing family. But in a world of cruel 
cats, hungry owls, and terrified people, it's hard for a young, lone mouse to make it alone. When he 
meets an equally unusual and lonely human girl named Hailey, the two soon learn that true friendship 
can transcend all barriers 
 

The sword of summer / Rick Riordan 

Magnus Chase, a homeless boy living in Boston, finds out he is the son of a Norse god. 
 

Radiant child : the story of young artist Jean-Michel Basquiat / by Javaka Steptoe. 

Jean-Michel Basquiat and his unique, collage-style paintings rocked to fame in the 1980s as a cultural 
phenomenon unlike anything the art work had ever seen. But before that, he was a little boy who saw 
art everywhere: in poetry books and museums, in games and in the words that we speak, and in the 
pulsing energy of New York City. Now, award-winning illustrator Javaka Steptoe's vivid text and bold 



artwork echoing Basquiat's own introduce young readers to the powerful message and art doesn't 
always have to be neat or clean--and definitely not inside the lines--to be beautiful. 

Dragons love tacos / by Adam Rubin ; illustrated by Daniel Salmieri. 

Explores the love dragons have for tacos, and the dangers of feeding them anything with spicy salsa! 
 

The day the crayons quit / by Drew Daywalt ; pictures by Oliver Jeffers. 

When Duncan arrives at school one morning, he finds a stack of letters, one from each of his crayons, 
complaining about how he uses them. 
 

Where the mountain meets the moon / Grace Lin. 

Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon who 
cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and 
freshness to Jade River. 
 

Wolf Hollow : a novel / by Lauren Wolk 

"Twelve-year-old Annabelle must learn to stand up for what's right in the face of a manipulative and 
violent new bully who targets people Annabelle cares about, including a homeless World War I veteran"-
- Provided by publisher. 
 

Women in science : 50 fearless pioneers who changed the world / written and illustrated by Rachel 
Ignotofsky. 

A charmingly illustrated and educational book, Women in Science highlights the contributions of fifty 
notable women to the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) from the 
ancient to the modern world. Full of striking, singular art, this fascinating collection also contains 
infographics about relevant topics such as lab equipment, rates of women currently working in STEM 
fields, and an illustrated scientific glossary. The trailblazing women profiled include well-known figures 
like primatologist Jane Goodall, as well as lesser-known pioneers such as Katherine Johnson, the African-
American physicist and mathematician who calculated the trajectory of the 1969 Apollo 11 mission to 
the moon. 


