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N/A Summary

It is proposed to rehabilitate the existing railroad bridge, a riveted steel 
deck plate girder superstructure supported on granite block abutments 
(foundation type not indicated).  The existing bridge will be picked up and 
moved 1 foot to the west to line up with the path of the rail trail.  The 
railroad ties and tracks will be removed and replaced with a new deck, and 
the bridge will be repainted.  The backwalls will be capped, and the granite 
blocks will be cleaned and repointed.

N/A

1 Page 3 Section C:  Is it known if the abutments are supported on shallow or deep 
foundations?

2 Page 5
Section H:  The proposed live load on the bridge will be significantly less 
than the railroad loading.  Will the proposed dead load on the bridge 
abutments be greater than or less than the current dead load?

3 Page 5

Section H:  Presumably the information obtained from the borings will be 
used to check the stability of the abutments, including bearing, sliding, 
limiting eccentricity, settlement, and global stability (as needed).  Please 
confirm.

4 Appendix D Does the cost estimate include disposal of the railroad ties and track?
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N/A Summary

It is proposed to replace the existing railroad bridge (steel deck beam 
structure on stone masonry abutments) with either a buried arch system or 
a beam-and-slab superstructure type.  It is anticipated that the proposed 
superstructure will be supported by abutments having shallow foundations.

N/A

1 General Given the proposed span lengths, it is suggested that the use of a GRS-IBS 
structure be evaluated, provided that the scour depth is not significant.

2 General
As part of the forthcoming geotechnical investigation, suggest performing 
borings to evaluate the subsurface soil and rock conditions and probes to 
estimate the geometry of each abutment.
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N/A Summary

It is proposed to replace the existing railroad bridge (steel deck beam 
structure on stone masonry abutments) with either a buried arch system or 
a beam-and-slab superstructure type.  It is anticipated that the proposed 
superstructure will be supported by abutments having shallow foundations.

N/A

1 General

Please explain the lack of subsurface information for the proposed 
approximately 750-foot-long boardwalk and various retaining walls.  The 
typical section for the boardwalk appears to show piles and the construction 
plans indicate the presence of ledge outcrop.  Refer to Section 1.2.4.2 of 
the 2013 MassDOT LRFD Bridge Manual regarding boring requirements.

2 Sheet 1 The Construction Standard Details were updated in October 2017.  Please 
revise for the next submittal.
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