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BRUCE FREEMAN RAIL TRAIL

d Town of Sudbury, Massachusetts

Locus Map

The Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail
Sudbury, MA
A Visual History
2014-2023

Courtesy of Len Simon



2014: Lawn
sign asking
Town Meeting
for funding the
design of the
Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail.




Sudbury’s

segment of the

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail

FEATURES

* 4.4 miles of paved path

From Concord/Sudbury line to Station
Road (the diamond)

 Trail is 10 feet wide with 2-foot
shoulders

* Trail is fully ADA accessible

* Brook crossings at Pantry
Brook and Hop Brook

* Trail is 100% emergency vehicle
accessible end-to-end
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The two Rail Trails
in Sudbury

The Bruce Freeman Rail
Trail (in red) and the
Mass Central Rail Trail (in
blue) are now being
constructed.

They will intersect at the
“diamond,” just north of
Route 20 (in yellow),
near Union Ave.
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August 14, 2019: Digg
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August 9, 2018: Inspecting railroad bridge over Hop Brook.




August 9, 2018 Lookmg south from OId Lancaster Rd.
toward Hop Brook.




Ings near Pantry
Brook.

Equipment for test

bor
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September 9, 2019: Test borings

site near Pantry Brook.
il | SRR T




A




September 9, 2019:

Equipment for test

borings near Pantry
Brook.




ing north at Pantry Road crossing toward Rt. 117.

Look

March 10, 2021




March 11, 2023: Signs on Morse Road
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Construction
begins

January 23,
2023:

At the
diamond,
looking

north.
Clearing
vegetation at
first day of
construction
of the Bruce
Freeman Rail
Trail.




Construction
begins

January 23,
2023:

At the
diamond,
looking
north.
Clearing
vegetation at
first day of
construction
of the Bruce
Freeman Rail
Trail.
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February 22, 2023: Disassembling the
rails near Hudson Road.




February 22, 2 bling t
rails near Hudson Road.







February 22, 2023:
Dissembling the rails near
Hudson Road.
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Actual Steel Rail recovered from corridor. Made
in 1926. Weight is 107 |bs. per 3 feet of rail.
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February 2023: Preparing
for rail removal near
Hudson Road.




Stacked

rails near Hudson Road.

February 2023
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February 2023: Preparing
for rail removal near
Hudson Road.
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February 2023: Stacked
rails near Old Lancaster

Road.
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February 22, 2023, Inspection of
rails for salvage or reuse by
MBTA near Ti Sales.
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March 2, 2023: Surface preparation: rails removed, ties
waiting for removal. Looking south from Hudson Road.
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Lori Capone, Conservation Coordinator at an inspection on March 7, 2023, near Hudson Road.
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March 28, 2023, Steel cutting saw removing bolts to dissemble rails.



March 28, 2023, Steel cutting saw removing bolts to dissemble rails.



ized equipment removing rails for salvage or reuse, Ti Sales.
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tion for tie removal.
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2023: Looking north from the diamond,

crossing of BFRT and Mass Central Rail Trail.
Note: Preserved railroad artifacts at left.
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Removal of rails near Old Lancaster Road.

29, 2023
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April 14, 2023: Cleari
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Tie removal, preparing the ra

April 24, 2023
Codger Lane.




April 24, 2023: Surveying the rail corridor south of Codger Lane.
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April 24, 2023: Surveying the corridor north of Codger Lane.
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April 25, 2023: Looking north at Old Lancaster Road.
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April 25, 2023: Removing
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May 14, 2023: Rail rest
historic artifact adjacent
to trail. Rails placed for
future use when corridor
was an active railroad.







May 14, 2023: Preserved artifacts, switch and cross track near the diamond.



May 14, 2023: Preparing the rail trail corridor south of Codger Lane.
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May 14, 2023: Granite
mile marker, north of
Codger Lane.
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W
ifact stored near Hudson Road.




May 19, 2023: Grading
and preparing the trail
north of Codger Lane.




ay 20 2023 Groundbreakmg ceremony at Parkinson Field.
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June 19, 2023: Mile
marker artifact along Mass
Central Rail Trail near
intersection with BFRT.

‘B’ Boston
20" is for miles away




June 19, 2023: Mile
marker artifact along Mass
Central Rail Trail near
intersection with BFRT.

‘N” Northampton
‘84" is for miles away




July 18, 2023: At th
| BFRT and MCRT, look west along MCRT.




July 18, 2023: Work at site of
future parking and rest area at
== Morse Road intersection.
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July 18, 2023: Mass DOT
personnel inspecting
culvert near Morse Road
intersection.
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Prefab section of Pantry Brook bridge, near Morse Road

July 19, 2023
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July 19, 2023: AA Will and Mass DOT personnel near Morse Road intersection.
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Foliage

removal at edge of trail.

July 20, 2023




July 20, 2023: Foliage
removal at edge of trail.




July 20, 2023: Foliage
removal at edge of trail.




July 20, 2023: Foliage
removal at edge of trail.




point and rest area being created at Parkinson Field.
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August 7, 2023




September 8, 2023,
Looking south from Ti
Sales across Hudson
Road, toward Old
Lancaster Road.




August, 2023: Looking
north from Hudson
Road, at Ti Sales, note
siding artifact
preserved at left.




August 23, 2023: North end of Hop Brook bridge abutment, year of construction.






August 28, 2023:
Construction of Hop Brook
bridge.







September 26, 2023:
Paving of BFRT begins,
south of Old Lancaster Rd.
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September 26 2023
Paving of BFRT begins,
south of OId Lancaster Rd
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